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JUMP START RETURNS!
By Keith Buckley
he extremely popular "Jump Start" research program will return to the Law Library this spring.
The program, designed by the Reference librarians, will again work towards preparing law students
for summer clerkships and the first year of practice. In addition to sessions on traditional legal
research, there will also be sessions dealing specifically with the Internet applications. During last year’s
sessions, a number of students learned the necessary research skills for dealing with materials such as legislative
history, administrative law and the regulatory process, and computer-assisted legal research. Designed to address
students’ individual needs and prospective practice goals, the "Jump Start" classes are informal, small-group,
research refresher and information sessions. The research sessions will begin meeting in the Reference
Conference Room during the first two weeks in April, while the Internet sessions will meet in the Computer
Center. Students will be able to sign up for both types of sessions in the Reference Office during the first week
after spring break. Notice of the "Jump Start" sessions will be posted around the Law School.
Following the formula established in previous years, each of the "Jump Start" sessions will begin with a
brief review of the basic legal resources so that every student has a complete grasp of the legal research process.
The librarians will also provide information about more specialized types of reference books, including practice
aids and form books, which are not covered in the First Year Writing and Research classes. The "Jump Start"
sessions will then focus on individual student problems and questions about legal research, with an emphasis on
the type of practice student participants will be seeing in the summer. The Reference librarians will also describe
how the Law Library can continue to serve alumni through research assistance and the copying of hard-to-locate
cases, briefs, articles, documents, etc..
During the Internet sessions, the Electronic Services Librarian will discuss applications and uses of these
extraordinary computer sources in the law office and on the job. The Internet sessions will
include hands-on exploration of various useful Web sites
.
continued on page 2
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If you have any questions about the "Jump
Start" programs, be sure to drop by the Reference
Office and speak to a reference librarian. We’d
especially like to hear from those of you who already
know in what jurisdiction you’ll be working this
summer and any special areas of law with which
you’ll be dealing. We plan to tailor the "Jump Start"
sessions to your particular needs in order to make
the program a continuing success.

New and Noteworthy:
The Persistent
Crusader
Frederick Reed Dickerson was
a faculty member at the IU School of Law from
1958 until his death in 1991. Prior to joining IU,
Dickerson was an attorney with the Defense
Department where he won the department’s highest
civilian award for his work in recodifying titles 10
and 32 (the military provisions) of the U.S. Code.
During his 33 years at IU he developed an
international reputation as the leading authority on
legal drafting. In fact, he was often referred to as
“the dean of American legislative drafting.” As
author of several standard texts and dozens of
articles, Dickerson’s influence reached well beyond
his students and colleagues in Bloomington.
One of Dickerson’s former students, and
now Vice President of Electronic Product
Development at Shepard’s Publishing, Gary Spivey
(JD ‘70), has written a brief profile of Dickerson in
the current issue of The Scribes Journal of Legal
Writing (v.6, p.149-152, “F. Reed Dickerson: The
Persistent Crusader.”) Based on his own memories,
interviews with current IU faculty, and from
working with the law library’s collection of
Dickerson papers, Spivey paints a portrait of a man
crusading to improve “the most intellectually
rigorous form of legal writing – legal drafting.” In
particular, Spivey highlights Dickerson’s theory that
the act of writing generates ideas. Spivey notes that
this “profound insight,” was one that “would remain
with me long after leaving Bloomington for a career
in legal publishing: writing informs research – not
merely, as conventionally assumed, the other way
around.” (p.150)

If you are interested in reading the profile,
the current issue of The Scribes Journal of Legal
Writing is shelved in the periodical collection behind
the Circulation Desk. If you’d like to read some of
Professor Dickerson’s published works, consider the
following books:
Legislative Drafting. Boston: Little, Brown,
1954. [KF 4950 .D54]
Fundamentals of Legal Drafting. Boston:
Little, Brown, 1965. [KF 250 .D52
1965]
The Interpretation and Application of
Statutes. Boston: Little, Brown,
1975. [KF 245 .D5]
Cases and Materials on Legislation. St.
Paul: West, 1978. [KF 4933 .A7 N8
1969]
Materials on Legal Drafting. St. Paul: West,
1981. [KF 250 .D53]

Dick Vaughan
Acquisitions and Serials Control Librarian

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION
CELEBRATION
“A popular Government, without popular
information, or the means of acquiring it , is but a
prologue to a farce or a tragedy; or, perhaps, both.
Knowledge will forever govern
ignorance; and people who
mean to be their own
governors must arm
themselves with the power
which knowledge gives.” -James Madison: Letter to W.T.
Barry, August 4, 1822.
March 16th, the birth date of James Madison,
has been chosen by the American Library
Association to celebrate your “right to know” by
establishing a nationwide “Freedom of Information
Day” event. Issues related to preservation of official
information, public access, an informed electorate
and government accountability are at the core of the
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) that has been
used by citizens, historians, journalists and librarians

to gain access to government information since its
enactment.
Enacted in 1966, the Freedom of Information
Act (P.L. 90-23) mandates that federal agencies
make all but specifically exempt files accessible to
the public. Prior to the act, the public had no legally
enforceable right to gain access to government-held
records. In 1974 and 1996, the FOIA was
strengthened with the passage of key amendments.
The 1996 amendment, the Electronic Freedom of
Information Act (P.L. 104-231), streamlined several
procedures to reduce backlogs and required federal
agencies to increase the ability of the public to
obtain government information in electronic formats
and databases.
The appearance and disappearance of
government information from agency Web sites
raises concerns that electronic information is not
being captured and preserved for future use. Thus,
March 16th has been set aside as a reminder of the
basic principles endorsed by the library community
as access providers, organizers and navigators of
government information:
•
The public has a right of access to
government information
•
The government has an obligation to
disseminate and provide broad public access
to its information.
•
The government has an obligation to
guarantee the authenticity and integrity of its
information.
•
The government has an obligation to
preserve its information.
•
Government information created or compiled
by government employees or at government
expenses should remain in the public
domain.
Marianne Mason
Document Librarian

House, there are four bills dealing with online
privacy: Consumer Internet Privacy Protection Act,
a bill to regulate the use of subscribers’ personal
information by interactive computer services (H.R.
313); Social Security Online Privacy Protection
Act, a bill to limit the disclosure of social security
numbers by interactive computer services (H.R.
367); Children’s Privacy Protection and Parental
Empowerment Act, a bill prohibiting the sale,
without parental consent, of personal information
about children (H.R. 369); and Wireless Privacy
Enhancement Act, a bill to
improve privacy while using
wireless communications (H.R.
514).
Bills introduced in the Senate
tend to focus on the Y2K problem
and encouraging online business:
Trading Information Act, a bill to
ensure stock market information is available on the
Internet (S. 95); Y2K Act, a bill to encourage
technology producers to help consumers solve year
2000 noncompliance problems (S. 96); Small
Business Year 2000 Readiness Act, a bill to extend
loans to small businesses to help fix Y2K problems
(S. 314); and Permanent Ban on Internet Taxes Act,
a bill to make permanent the present three year ban
on Internet taxes (S. 328).
Both houses are making another stab at regulating
sexually explicit material on the Internet: Safe
Schools Internet Act, a bill requiring schools and
libraries to install filtering software (H.R. 368); and
Children’s Internet Protection Act, a bill also
requiring the use of filtering software in schools and
libraries (S. 97).
You can find the text of all of these bills on
THOMAS and GPO Access. Just search by bill
number or keyword.
THOMAS: Bills 106th Congress
http://thomas.loc.gov/home/c106query.html

Internet Related Bills In Congress
A number of computer and Internet-related
bills have been introduced in both houses since
Congress returned to the hill in January. In the

GPO Access
http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/aces/aaces002.h
tml
Juliet Smith
Electronic Services Librarian
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ARTICLE OF THE MONTH
Wukovits, John F. “This Case is Close to my Heart.”
American History, December 1998, pp. 26 et
passim.
Instead of a book review for this month’s issue, I
have chosen to review a magazine article I read
recently concerning a famous trial from the 1920's
that occurred in Detroit, Michigan. This case
involved an African-American doctor who was put
on trial after someone in his house shot and killed a
white man in a mob that was seeking to attack his
house. The defense attorney was none other than
Clarence Darrow, while the judge was Frank
Murphy, who later served on the U.S. Supreme
Court. This case had all the strains of racial tension
and racism, along with the upheaval of a society at a
time of great change.
Detroit in the 1920's was a city undergoing a
transformation. The presence of the automotive
industry and the high wages that it paid led to a
massive migration of black Southerners to Detroit.
White residents reacted to this with alarm and
violence, with the Ku Klux Klan becoming involved
in politics and fielding a candidate for mayor in
1925. At the same time, Ossian Sweet, an
African-American doctor, purchased a house in a
white section of Detroit. When he and his family
moved in, they were greeted by a large mob. During
the evening of the second day, the mob suddenly
rushed the house and gunfire erupted. Two white
men were wounded, with one later dying. The
police then moved in and arrested all 11 people in
the house, charging them with first degree murder.
The NAACP rushed to Dr. Sweet’s defense, asking
famed attorney Clarence Darrow to provide the
defense. Darrow, despite his age and poor health,
agreed. The first trial ended with a hung jury, but
the second trial found the defendants not guilty (the
second jury was all white and all male). Darrow
was at his best during both trials, including an
eight-hour long closing statement in the second trial.
Justice Murphy was quoted as saying “This is the
greatest experience of my life. That was Clarence
Darrow at his best. I will never hear anything like it
again.”
Although the outcome of the trial was favorable to

Ossian Sweet, he was haunted with the tragedy for
the rest of his life. His wife, daughter, and brother
all died of tuberculosis. He ran for public office
four times, but lost all four races. In 1960, he took
his own life. Clarence Darrow died in 1938 at the
age of 80. Frank Murphy went on to serve two
terms as mayor of Detroit, governor-general of the
Philippines, one term as governor of Michigan, and
from 1940 to 1949 as Associate Justice on the U.S.
Supreme Court. He died in 1949. This is an
interesting article about an important trial from our
history, and I recommend it.
Michael Maben
Cataloging Librarian

Canadian CD-ROMS
For those who are interested in a comparative
approach to legal research, Canada offers an
interesting perspective. Culturally and politically
similar to the United States in many respects,
Canada has nonetheless addressed a number of
difficult legal issues from a
different point of view.
Moreover, Canadian law is more
accessible to American
researchers than the law of most
European jurisdictions, because it
is all available in English.
Conducting research in Canadian law is simple in
our Library, because many of the important
resources are available on the Library’s CD-ROM
network. In particular, one can gain access to the
full text of Canadian federal statutes, organized in an
unofficial compilation by Justice Canada. The
database is searchable through Folio Views, and
currently includes statutes adopted through April 30,
1998. In addition, the entire Canadian Case Digest
is also available through the CD-ROM network This
digest is also searchable through Folio Views, and
provides access to digest summaries both by
keyword and through topical indexes. To use the
Digest in CD-ROM format, the user must first run
the Canadian Case Network Setup, which only takes
a few seconds. The actual cases, secondary sources,
and all Canadian provincial materials are available
on the third floor in hardcopy.

Canadian law is a fascinating subject for
comparative analysis. Fortunately, our Library is
blessed with a large and rich collection of law for
this jurisdiction. And now that much of it is
available in user-friendly, CD-ROM format, there’s
really no excuse for those who desire something a
little different for their notes and research papers not
to take a look.
Ralph Gaebler
International Law Librarian

We’re Gonna
Litigate
Like It’s 1999!
It’s coming and you know it.
You wake up one morning
and discover your coffee pot
doesn’t know how to make
coffee anymore. You can no longer program your
VCR and the ATM won’t give you back your card.
(And we won’t even talk about the nuclear reactors
and air traffic control systems). It’s that “Y2K
bug” and it’s only 304 days (and counting) away.
What are you going to do? Litigate, of course!
A new area of law is springing up faster than the
survivalists can tell us what to stock up on – Y2K
litigation. At least six books have been published in
the last few months dealing specifically with the
legal implications of Y2K and there are several
others due out shortly. Dozens of legal journals are
offering advice on how to prepare your clients for
the new millennium and how to cut their losses if
they are not. New websites are springing up on a
near-daily basis discussing the impact of Y2K on
topics ranging from maritime law to personnel
benefits. And of course, virtually every government
agency and/or jurisdiction has its own Y2K
preparedness webpage.
In March, the Library’s display case will feature an
array of materials highlighting some of the more
interesting products of the “Y2K and the Law”
phenomenon. In the meantime, here is a small
sampling of the resources currently available on the
Internet.

Year2000.com Law Center–
www.year2000.com/lawcenter/lawcenter.html
This is primarily a listing of books and journal
articles dealing with the legal repercussions of Y2K.
It is sponsored by several law firms already involved
in Y2K litigation.
Update to Year 2000: Millennium Milestone or
Mishap? – www.llrx.com/columns/y2kupdate.htm
Compiled by a law firm librarian, this site provides
links to industry studies, sample contracts, and state
and federal actions as well as a number of legal
articles.
Year 2000 Lawsuits: It’s Only a Matter of Time
– www.y2ktimebomb.com/Litigation/index.htm
Contains links to articles dealing with specific
liability issues in addition to information on Y2K
class action suits that have already been filed.
Y2K Indiana –
www.state.in.us/dpic/y2k/y2khome.htm
This is the official State of Indiana website for the
Year 2000 issues. It describes “the bug’s.”
Nonie Watt
Head of Technical Services

Library Spring Break Hours
MARCH 12
MARCH 13

FRIDAY

7:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

SATURDAY 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

MARCH 14

SUNDAY

MARCH 15-19

MON.-FRI. 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

MARCH 20
MARCH 21

1:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

SATURDAY 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
SUNDAY

RESUME REGULAR
HOURS

N
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Welcome! New Staff:
Faculty Secretary- Veronica Hites

Happy March
Birthdays to:

Prof. Aviva Orenstein has an article
titled “No Bad Men!: A Feminist
Analysis of Character Evidence in Rape
Trials” in the March 1998 issue of
Hastings Law Journal.

Prof. Joe Hoffmann on
the 1st...
Debbie Eads, Sr. Faculty
Secretary on the 4th...
Joshua Abdulla, Web Services Specialist on
the 16th...
Prof. John Applegate on the 20th...
Frank Motley, Asst. Dean of Admissions on
the 23rd...

Prof. Craig Bradley is the Supreme
Court commentator for Trial magazine.
His first article, on the auto search case
of Knowles v. Iowa, is in the February
issue of Trial on pg. 85.

Congratulations to the Federal
Communications Law Journal Moot Court
Team, who advanced to the
national semi-finals of the
National Telecommunications
Moot Court Competition

Prof. David Fidler on the 29th...

Faculty Publications

The Suggestion Box
Suggestion: Towards the end of the semester (April) could the library staff hold some workshops for 2L
students in order to refresh their research skills before they head off to their summer clerkships? I have
become too dependent on electronic research (Westlaw) and could use a refresher course on the Digests,
ALR, AmJur, USCA, and how to Shepardize using books, etc. Thanks.
Response: What a timely suggestion! Please see this month’s lead article about the Jump Start program.
We have conducted these workshops for a number of years and they have been very successful. You are
right to be concerned about being too dependent on electronic research. Many firms frown on clerks
spending too much time (and money) when paper resources will work quite well. Good luck on your
clerkship.
Suggestion: I have had many checked out books removed from my carrel to be reshelved. Don’t take the
books from carrels.
Response: It is the policy of the Library not to remove properly checked out books from a student’s
carrel.. Did you have the date due slips in the books? If you did, the books should not have been
removed. If you do not keep the slips in the books, however, the library staff has no way of knowing that
the books are checked out and they will be removed. Please note that if books checked out to home use
disappear from your carrel, you are responsible for the replacement of these books. If they are checked
out to your carrel, you are not responsible if they disappear.

